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Kcl Cuni, an Albanian, arrived in Trieste from Yugoslavia on 31 August 
.1^5 U in possession of a Yugoslav travel permit valid far travel to Trieste. 
Cuni, the sori of Sokol and Suta Prenussi, was ’com in Shkoder, Albania, on 
15 December 1913. A clerk, he is single ana a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He remained in Trieste until 9 September 195U at which time he was 
taken across til e FTT-I tali an. border by Ja strew to Cervignano, Italy, where 
he was placed on a train bound, for Rone . 

Cuni was debriefed by .CL 73 during the period. 31 August - 8 September 195U. 
CL L3 did not take notes during the debriefing and, as is evident from, 
an examination of the information provided, Cuni seemed to avoid giving 
anything , but general information on. his activities during the last five 
years. CL J3 states that Cuni at times actually attempted to avoid cer- 
tain subjects of intelligence interest and always succeeded in keeping the 
•discussion on general topics. C ^ .is a personal friend of Cuni. and the 
entire debriefing was conducted in an atmosphere of friendly discussion 
rather than an actual interrogation, which was in line with C- tn 
. Dositi on and Cuni's ties with the Italian services. 


Cuni va3 recruited for a mission into Albania by Italian Naval Jhtelligence 
during tie. early part of 19h9. He was one of a number of Albaijpis taken 
from' Italian refugee camps and sent to the Island of Montec.risto for train- 
irg in clandestine operations. None of the Albanians were* permitted to /. 
leave the Island^during the training period; hcvever, on one occasion 
Cuni and Alusl^Lleshanaka, another trainee, were permittee one short trip 
to Rome . Touring one training period Cuni noticed a certain amount of 
political speculation on the p^t of the directors of the (Bloku Kccibetar 
Ipdipen denVTEKI ) be/ause Le^(koliqi, the brother of ' Prof essor i&rn est ~ ~ 
Typ ltqi, and Caf "feg/viora~ were includes in the training group although" 

/ Lt was known ~a~ pridri that they would never actually take part in the mis- 
sion to Albania*. Both Koliqi and Vlora were paid even though they were 
not active. 

Approximately 20 Albanians took part in the trailing program. Cuni could 
xmly recall the namaCof Alush Lleshanaka, Zef/luka, Ojon/ojina j, Ojon 
'Melyshi, and Paakq/Letaj . Among the instruct6rs - Cllni recalls"! talian ~ 

“Major;* Qe Angelfs ( fnu) who taught map- reading and was known as a veteran 
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parachutist, both Cuni and JLleshanaka were gi ven special training in 
radio transmission. During the training period members of the group 
received pay at the rate of }O t OyO lire per month which was later in- 
creased to 60,000 lire per month. In addition, the groun received food, 

, clothing and board. The agreement with the Italians provided that 
members of the group would continue to receive 60,000 lire monthly even 
when they were on the mission in Albania ana, in case of ceath, the money 
would be given to the family of the deceased. 

5. Shortly before the group left for Albania an inci^fent between Cuni and 
members of the EJa (in the person of. Dr. Isn^jl/Vcrlaci, Professor Ernest 
Koliai and ^jjsi^arkagjora). occurred when Cuni' i'hsTs-tea on being told 
whether ar not the Americans were involved in the mission.. Cuni had 
repeatedly been tola that the. Americans were participating but since he 
had not . seen any American representative during the training period he 
doubted whether the Americans had knowledge of the mission. Cuni stated 
that he would not go through wi th it unless he was assured that the American 
services were included. Matters took a turn for the worse when Verlaci 
refused to clarify the nature of American participation. Cuni goes so 

far as to state that the SKI considered executing him for desertion but 
Cuni was saved through the intervention of a high _official_or_Italian 
Kavarirtelligerre^rego (fnu),. who informed Cuni that the American - ser- 
vices were well briefed on die rdssion and were also included in it. 

6. Before leaving for Albania, the nine members of (hull's group (names not 

given) attended, church services conducted by a major in the Italian 
Chaplain Corps. All of the group were members of the^itbaan Catholic 
Church. Prospet at the church Services were. Count '^arofcd.o (fnu) and 
Comandamte/Seltrame (fnu) both officials of TtalTaniraval Intelligence 
wttb~~ commanded the operation once it entered Albania. 1 

7. Each member of the group was issued cold weather clothing, a machine gun, 
a Beretta pistol, hand grenades, cowjasses, Zeiss binoculars, a Rolex ' 
watch and a pup tent. The group was also given 300 gold napoleons. The 
group commanded by Cuni left Rome aboard a tri-motor military airplane 
at 1635 hours on 28 December 1?U9. Count Carobio was also aboard the 
plane and he accccpanied the men as far as the jumpii^-off point. The 
group jumped at approximately 1P.‘5 hours and landed in an area apprcximately 
15 kilometers. northwest of KUkes, slightly eff the target area. * Cuni hia- 
self landed on a tree and spent almost two hours freeing himself . In the 
meanwhile the members of the group were scattered over the entire area 

and did not manage to regroup until 2300 hours of the same day after 
having fired a number of pistol shots to locate each other. The first 
night was spent walkLng towards Dardhe. The first radio ca»uni cation 
with the Naval Ministry in Rome was made on 29 December 19b9. Subse- 
quently Cuni transmitted twice daily as ordered. The group was supplied 
by frequent parachute drops. Cuni recalls that on one occasion a pack- 
age was lost containing a thousand gold napoleons. 
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.pproximately ono month after arrival in Albania one of Cuni's men, 

[ikol (Inu), who was approximately 23 years of a^e and a native of 
Iregu Mates, Albania, attempted to surrender to the .Albanian police, 
likol left the main ^roup in an attempt to reach an Albanian police 
;tation but was discovered by Cuni before he could oo so. Nikol was 
xtremaly nervous and stated that he could not continue with the mission 
rxi that he wanted to turn himself in to the oigurirdt. Cuni took no 
.ction against Nikol because he felt sorry for him and he forgave him. 

ntact was established with the Albanian resistance gropp in the Puka. 
nd Mir dita area approximately two months after Cuni 's/arrival in Albania, 
mong Cuni's contacts in the resistance group was iCi^Srd laku. Shllaku. 
rovided valuable military infahlnaticn to. Cuni' s group, which information 
he former received from j|!arlc/Sillaku (no t related) who is presently resid- 
ng in Shkoder. In early' 19&~Hil~Shllaku crossed the Albanian border into 
ugoslavia. Two mont ns after Hil Shllaku escaped to Yugoslavia he re- 
nte red Albania on an intelligence mission for UD3 and contacted Cuni. 
hllaku had in his possession various Yugoslav propaganda material for 
istribution in Albania. Cuni was disappointed with Shllaku' s mission 
ar the UDB and told him so. Shllaku replied that he had been forced to 
ndertake the mission. According to Cuni, . Shliaku is a very capable and 
ourageous individual whose only weakness is his love of acney, for which 
s would risk everything. 

day before Ash Wednesday of 1950, Cuni received a radio message from 
3me advising him that Alush Lleshanaka. and his group were to be dropped 
i the vicinity of Cuni's are* on th» next day. Cuni was instructed to 
irk the landing spot by lighting four large bonfires. On Ash Wednesday 
mi learned that Nikol had again left the ,;roup, this time with 15 gold 
ipoleons, with the intention of retching siguriait. since Nikol knew of 
.eshanaka'3 arrival Curd feared that Nikol would inform the Siguriniti 
le ref ore Cuni radioed Rone in an attempt to delay the drop. Since this 
is not possible, Cuni transferred the drop zone to an area near Hcnelle. 
iter Cuni learned from his informants that Nikol had passed through the’ 

J. rages of Puka, Vaudajes and Glader, crossing the Drin I-bLver by raft 
th the help of a local villager to whoa be padd ope gold napoleon. This 
rson, who was actually a Siguriait agent and was suspicious of the gold 
noleon, repur tea the incident to Siguriait which started a search of the 
ea, arrested Nikol ana took him to Tirana. Cuni i 3 certain that Nikol 
d not inform the ••Sigurinit about the mission since there were do reper- 
ssions us a result of his arrest. According to information Cuni received 
Yugoslavia one year ago, 2iikol is still in a Tirana prison. 

ush Lleshanaka ' a team arrived on Ash Wednesday with no trouble. The 
an was to operate in the Elbasan area. Cuni net Lleshanaka aco raudna tely 
ven days after the latter arrived and, after a short stay with cuni 
eshanaka ana his group left for Elbasan. The aircraft carryir^ the* 
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ihar.aka group a} so brought a supply ol food which war dropped a short 
ance away from the area ait; railed by Cuni. Several ol tne group were 
latched to recover the packages. In a fight which ensued between .he 
ip and police agents, two of Cuni's men and seven police agents were 

,ed. 

than aka ooe rated in die Ribas an area and maintained radio contact vitn ^ 

. almost on & daily basis. Approximately three montr.s after .ne arrive 
'-.eshanaka-s ,:roun, his radio failed zrd Lie chanak a persona ay wen. jo 
isan to obtain soaro marts. ..-Cn the SlbasarwPufca road he met o‘.:ni, -who 
.sed him against going to El has an and mace arrangements to provide .he. 

.o soare oarts. Approximately one month later Lieshanaka was ,:ioIed in 
■irmish with Sigurimit agents. One cay curing a normal natrol 07 Curd, 
iis area he ran ’across a oerscr. who admit tec being a figuriait info.-ant 
1 'mission to .discover anti -Communist activities in the mountain *reas. 
grouo decided to execute him on the spot; however, by some strange 
of the mountains (Kanuni Lek Dukagjinit) the person was spared after 
;ad svom that he would never again engage in any political activity. 

. is convinced that the person kept his word and never repartee the 
sior , 1 s presence in the zone. 

cc q Luni established contact with three, school -eacher.. .in .ne vl— -.^-1 .y 
hika for the purpose cf soliciting information ol an economic f-atupe 
1 them. Cuni mentioned the name of ordy one of the teachers, 
three agreed to orovide information. Cuni received valuable information 
'h he transmitted to R«ai ana wnich he later learned was printed in an 
Lcle published by th ek^rcur;/_? re£3_A ge ncy i n Apri^l?S2 under the bead- 
" An Inquiry on Albania." The Mercuiy press Agey^ is located at 
Via di Ripet^a, Rome. Its director is Mar^imq/vffrc<ait>i and its 
tor is iti noj ^o diceT " 

L9^0 Cuni met PaskvcSuma, - an ahti— Cceminist operating in ; the Hirdita 
rtsuma a T^uth~o'n2'6~ye>rs, had been operating inthatarsa for 
6 j.jQ years and was considered one of the r.ost active in the resistance 
saent and one of the most feared by the communists. He had joined the 
ht against the comunists in order to vindicate the death of his 
he- and five brothers. He was said to hare killed mere than 200 
aunists. 3ucia was later killed in a fight with approximately >00 
ice agents. Suna's name is very popular in the Mirdita Zone aid he 
considered a martyr for the aati-ccsrtunistic cause. 

liaa radio supper t for the team was excellent. One radio message re- 
ved free-. Row, which particularly impressed Cuni, was a message from 
H aval Minis try whlcn informed Cuni of an incident which had occurred 
Puka only 2li hours previous. The message stated that p ai_ B^ihkRlr akaj 
seven Albanians had broken into and robbed a State Cooperative Store 
Puka and were now proceeding to a mountain hide— cub not far from Cuni. 
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Koine asked Cuni to contact them, which. Cuni managed to uo. However, it 
was not until approximately two months, later, cue to the hea vy police 
activity in thc’.Mirdita zone, during tne. early pa rt of .1951, Cuni re- 
ceived radio oonruinicu cions from Rome, asking whether or nop he was ac- 
quainted with a certain Albanian- from Shk Oder wno attended the University , 
of Trieste, received a degree in political science in 19b.:, was married 
and had one child (AICOMB believes the radio message referred to him). 

Rome also Inquired on the identity of an Albanian from Chkoder who resiced .. 
in Trieste, then moved to Genoa and later to Rone. This person* s brother 
was a shoemaker in Shkoder (AICC/3 believes the message refers to !fol 
HQgaJ who is presently residing in Kew Haven* Connecticut). The sa-.e mes- 
sage was repeated for four day3 And although Cuni knew the answer he: . ..v 

reported negatively to both, questions.; Cuni . still cannot guess the sig- 
nificance of-. the .two. questions as .they , were conoie tely out of context and , 
apparently,- were asked for no. reason* ; .V • : 

stated that today the Albanian an tl^corcunist -resistance movement can . . . 
be. considered as a minor .force . The corsxinis ts have kept a close watch on • 
even the smallest, nucleus of po tential ^ti-ccccunists and take immediate 
steps to neutralize them vhe ther they are of an internal nature or infii- 
trated into Albania from another country. : Drastic steps have been taken 
a gal re t anyone aasisting the inti-c ceramist resistance groups; the harbor- 
ing of an anti- communist is. a eric* punishable by immediate execution of the • 
entire family of the person involved. 

rhe main difficulty encountered ly the ant4-c<W3UrJ.st resistance forces is 

the lack of food and arms and also the lack of suppert fraa the popul etion 

aho fear the reprisals of. the cowuinist authorities* Cuni estimated . that , , 

ipprcpcimately UCX) persons were arrested curing the three years he was in • 

Albania as a direct result of their haying had oontact with Cuni and ht« . 

group. When Cuni arrived in Albania the resistance mo veaent In the Xirdita 

Jukagjini area numbered over 100 persons . Today Cuni believes that that 

lumber has been reduced to less than >0 persons. I* 1 j core difficult to • 

induct clandestine activities now than it yas in 19b?. 

[he population is vdlling to support a large-scale operation with the mis- 
jion of liberating Alb ania, but or the other hand the people are afraid 
to support small scale, harrassing-type operations for fear of reprisals. 

Xni stated that the people want a Western liberation and, rather than be 
subject to a liberation by Yugoslavia, they prefer to remain under the 
? re sent regime. 

[n 195U, in order to coobat the infiltration of Yugoslav teams into 
Qbania, the Albanian Covemment decided to issue arms to selected persons 
Ln the mountainous areas of Kalcija, Kadbe, Dukagjini and Xirdita. Uiie 
wre had a favorahle psychological effect on the people since they- felt 
they were contributing towards the defense of Albania against the 
fugoslavs. 
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Cuni states that his mission was able, to remain in Albania for such a Ion? 
period due to the following factors: 

a. The support given to Cuni's group. ty pal RLb hirakaj with his 
/. numerous .faithful friends. 

b. The large amount of money spent by the group in Albania. As an 
example, Cuni cited the case of one fanLly in the vicinity of 
Iballe vhich received. more than 500 gold napoleons for selling 
food arri clothing to the group. 

c. 'The- cold-blooded courage of the members of. the group. 

d. The group's., hope of eventually escaping to Greece or Italy rather ’ 

than by way of Yugoslavia. X- 

, e.- The. group operated only in the- most difficult terrain in the Iballe, 

Dardhe, R.onedhe and Puka.- areas. 

. When Cuni. deciced to cross the border into Yugoslavia, he sent Pal Bib 
Mirakaj to contact UU3 in Gjakova to explain Cuni’s position and to aeter- 
> nine what treatment- the UD3 would give to Curd add his group after crossing 
v into yugo.cla.via. Kirakaj spoke to a 3 Hajoryfcapllarl. (fnu) tfco assured 
the former that Cunl* s group would be grants 4/political asylum with all 
rights as political refugees. Prior to leaving Albania, Cuni told Rose 
of his decision and received pe mission to do op frpa Roce with instruc- \ 
tions to bury the group Is radio in the Xonedhe xone at the nouth cf the 
Drin River without telling the other Berbers of the mission. Cuni did as 
instructed, telling ths others that he had destroyed the radio and thrown 
it into the river,..- . : 'v. 

(hini c ro ss ed the Yugoslav border near Gjakova in Kay or June 1951- He .. - 
jfcas accompanied by 25 armed senand four wossen, ope of whoa was ?*ri je 
/Haveriqi. In Yugoslavia, Cuni ana the group were treated well bub Isolated 
from other Albanians for the first several months. IXiring his confinement 
in Yugoslavia, members of Cuni's group were almost completely forgotten by 
the Italians and they received only a fey clothing parrels frpn Italy. 

In 195?, Cuni attempted to send a report onAlbaai an activities in Yugo- 
slavia to the Italians and selected Qaa .jjy 3 o jmi, a declared anti- 
cowaunist and intimate friend of Xol _ Mfc BihflpLraJcaj, who resided in 
Rone to act as the courier. Cuni trus ted Gojani, who was ostensibly 
a businessman and vho bad lent Cuni *xi others of his group acre than 
. 200, OX) dinars. Cuni gave Gojani at- report which the latter was to send 
to Kol Bib SibndraJcaj^, -However, Cuni learned that the report was gi Ten. 
by Gojani to Colonel C^k yKljo vlc, chief _of_LIII3_j^b*niaa_ope paeons . 
Obviously, Gojani was a LTD 8 infomant. Cuni was subsequently called by 
RijoTic and severely reprimanded for attempting to sneak the report out 
of Yugoslavia. 




